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Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not surprised at
the absence of members, because the latenoss
of the hour is a reasonable explanation of
their absence. If it is not considered to be
out of order, I would remind the Minister
that ever sinee the scssion opened, I have
assisted the Government to push on with the
business. I have met the Premier on every
possible oeension by sitting late or other-
wise as oceasion demanded, and generally 1
have worked in harmony with him to assist
te got through the business of the
session as expeditionsly as possible. It
during the absence of the Premier we are
not to be allowed to adjourn at the usual
hour, and business is to be bludgeoned
through, I shall have to reconsider my atti-
tude. If there is going to be a trial of en-
duranee I can promise the DMimigter for
Works that he will not make so much pro-
gress next week or the week after as has
been done hitherto. We are not going to be
bludgeoned into sitting here at all hours,

The Minister for Works: Why should
there be any necessity to threaten9

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is mot a threat.
If T am not to.receive any consideration on
the rare occasions when I ask for it I am
not going to be so indulgent as to assist the
Government every night to put their busi-
ness through. I hope we shall now be able
exhaustively to examine the position of the
water supply before we adjourn, and pos-
gibly later in the sitting metropolitan mem-
bers will have tesumed their seats and will
be able to join in the debate. Unfortu-
nately, we have not yet received the report
of the Water Supply Department. It is true
a type-written copy was laid on the Table.

The Minister for Works: This is all T
have on the subjeet. It has been on the
Table for a week,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I shall be glad to
have the vuse of the Minister’s copy, but as
it is rather difficult to grasp the contents of
such a document while one is making a
speech I shall have to postpone the mattier
for the time being and peruse the report
more at my leisure,

Progress reported.

BILL—NURSES REGISTRATION.

Received from the Council and read a
first time. ‘

House adjouwrned at 11.47 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINING, UBLECTION OF
WORKMEN'S TNRPECTONS.

Hon, . 1. HARRIS asked the Minister
for Edueation: 1, {a) Do the regulations
framed onder the Mives TRegulation Act
Amendment Aet, 1913, setting out the method
of eleetion of workmen's inspectors provide
that a voter, when exercising a vote, shall
record a full preference for the whole of
the camlidates shown on the ballot paper?
(b) 1f not, what are the rensons for depart-
ing from the statutory mecthoil of voting at
a Parliamentary clection? 2, Who framed the
poster  rvelating to the recent eleetion of
workmen s inspeetors in the Kalpoorlie and
Bounlder distriets, whiel states, inter alia:
‘*The voter shall mark the papers by putting
the nmmbers 1, 2, and 3, and so on, opposite
the names of the candidates in the order
of preference,’’ and ‘‘Voters may vote for
any number of the names on the paper pro-
vided they are marked in the order of pre-
ferenee’? 3, Is the Minister aware that
the application of the worda "“shall’’ and
““may’’ on the poster caused much eon-
Fusion amongst voters as to whether or not
it was neeessary to cxereise n full preference
in respect of all camlidates whose names
appeared on the ballot paper? 4, Is the
Minister aware that instructions were given
to deputy rcturning officers that unless a
voter cxercised a full preference his ballot
paper would be declared informal, and that
such instruetions were promulgated amongst
voters? &, Ia the Minister aware that (a)
the two retiring inspectors—who were hoth
candidates—and their  supporters actively
canvassed voterz and advised that it was not
necessary to'cxercise a full preference vote,
and that (b) the rcturning officer disallowed
no ballot paper by rteason merely that the
voter had failed to exereise n full preference?
6, By what system or process of counting did
the returning oflicer ascortninn the result of
the ballot? 7, Will the Minister lay upon
the Table of the Hounse all papers and count-
ing sheets used by the returning officer which
record the distributions of all formal first
preference votes, and which record the wvari-
ous transfers of the remaining preferences?
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, (a) Yes; but diseretionary power
ig given to. the Minister to alter in detail,
(b) The reasons for departing from com-
pulsory full preference voting was the ab-
normal number of candidates nominated (27
in 1916, 14 in 1918, and 9 in 1920), which
wonld make the marking of conseientious
preferences throughout the voting paper im-
practicable. 2, The ingtructions to voters
as to method of marking ballot paper set out
on the poster were not specially framed for
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the recent election, but are the same as those
used in the clections of 1916 and 1918, 3,
No. 4, Yes; in doing so the returning officer
overlogked the option that the poster al
lowed. 5, (a) No; (b) yes. 6, The firat
candidate was elected on the system pre
scribed in the State Electoral Act, and the
second eandidate on the system of electing
the sccond candidate for the Federal Senate,
s there are no provisions in the State Elee
toral Act for clection of a sccond candidate.
7, Yea. Papers herewith,

DETATLED RESULT OF ELECTION OF TWO WOREKMEN'S INSPECTORS OF MINES
HELD AT EKALGOORLIE ON THE 30re OCTOBER, 1920,
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QUESTION—GREAT WESTERN RAIL-
WAY, NUMBERED SEATS.

Hon, J. DUFFELL (for Hon. Sir E. H,
Wittenoom) asked the Minister for Educa-
tion: Whether the Government will take
steps to arrange with the Federal Commis-
gioner of Railways that numbered chairs be
allotted to passengers at changes on the
Great Western Railway caused by the break
of gauge¥

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: The break of gauge referred to oeceurs
between Port Augusta and Adelaide, and the
question of allotting numbered chairs for
trans-Australian passengers is a  matter
which concerns the South Australian Railway
authorities.  Representations will be .made
on the matter,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by the Minister for Education,
leave of absence granted to the Hon. G. J.
G. W. Miles (North) for twelve consecutive
sittings of the House on the ground of ill-
health.

BILL—CITY OF PERTH ENDOWMENT
LANDS.

In Committee,

Resumed from the previous sitting; Hon.
J. Ewing in the Chair, the Minister for
Eduention in charge of the Bill,

New Clause—Roada snd footpaths to pub-
li¢ buildings (partly considered): .
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The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Dodd has moved
a new clanse, to stund as No. 41, reading—
Tf any public building is erected on lanl
acquired by the Crown within the boun-
daries of the said lands, it shall be the
duty of the council to provide, make, main-
tain, and keep in repair such roads and
footpuaths as may bhe necessary to give
proper iecess to such building.

New ¢lansa put and passed.

I*ostponed  Clause 47 — Current supplied
for couneil tramways:

Hon. A, LOVEKIXN:
ment—

That the words ‘‘charge made for the
tune being for current supplied to the
Government tramways'’ be struck out, and
ilpost price thereof’? inserted in liem,

I fear that if the e¢lause passes in its present
form, the money required for the construc-
tron of the tramways will not he forthecom-
ing. No one woulid subseribe towards the
cupital needed, if the new system nmust take
ita supply of eloctric enrrent from the Gov-
cumment at a price which is indefinite.  We
may have in the future, ay we have had in
the past, a Government in power which is
not altogether too scrupulous, and such a
Government might say, **Here we are with
two pockets, one as regards our trams, the
other as regards our power station. We ecan
charge o high price for current to our trams,
beeause by doing so we get a high price from
the Perth City Couneil’s trams; and aithough
we shall be making a loss on our own trams,
we shall benefit the power station to an equal
extent, and woreover shall benefit the power
station by the inereased price whieh we shall
pet from the Perth City Council’s trams.’’
Under the 1913 aprecment power is to be
supplied to the city of Perth for 50 years at
eonst price, subject to that cost price not ex-
ceeding three farthings per unit. The re-
turns befora ns show that just now the Perth
City Couneil are getting a considerable ad-
vantage in this respect, sinee the present cost
of producing the current is 1d. per unit.
However, fhat position will not obtain for
long, if the proviso which I shall presently
move is earried. I do not propose that this
clause should go as far as the existing agrec-
ment goes.

1Ion. J. Duffell: Would you allow in the
cost price anything for interest and sinking
fund?

ITon. A. LOVEKIN: Interest and obsoles-
cence and operating charges are included in
the cost price under the agreement. The re-
turns show that the total loss on three years’
working of the power house has been £25,000,
However, the Perth City Counecil should have
some definite priee to work upon, and not be
subject to possible exploitation at the hands
of some future Government.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
There are two points whieh the hon. member
appears to have lost sight of. Firstly, people
will not be asked to lend money on the

I move an amend-
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seenrity of the proposed tramways, or to
take shares in those tramways. The tnoney
Lorrowed by the municipality to construct
the tramways will be horrowed on the general
eredit of the city of Perth.  The second
jroint i3 that the amendiment would not have
any effeet. In the abscnce of this c¢lause the
I'erth City Couneil would be entitled to call
upon the Government to supply them with
whatever current they required for tramway
purposes, in accordanee with the agreement
of 1913, This clause does not in any way
take away that power from the cowncil. The
whole of the 1913 agrecment stands in re-
speet of these endewment lands as in respect
of the municipality generally. All the clanse
does is to say that the proviso in the agree-
ment, limiting the price to three farthings
per unit, shall not apply in respeet of the
proposed tramways, but that there shall be
aunother limit. The whole of Clavse 6 of the
agreement of 1914, with the exception only
of the provige, atill applies under this mea-
sure. It is only the proviso as to the three
farthings maximom price that iz taken out
by thiz clauge. Reading this elavse in von-
jmuetion with Clanse 6 of the agreement, as
| eontend one must do, the amendment wonld
have the effcet of providing that in deter-
mining the price the cost price shall apply,
and that it shall not exceed the cost price,

Hou. A. Lovekin: That is what you say
by your clause in thig Bill,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member has not grusped my meaning.
The Bill proposes that the price charged
shall be the cost priee; but instead of the
proviso in the agreement of 1912, which says
the price shall not exceed three farthings per
unit, there is now a proviso that it shall not
exceed the charge made to the Glovernment
tramways. The hon. member suggests that
an unserupulous Government might charge
the Government tramways an unduly big
price in order that a similar pricc might he
charged to the council's tramways. I sug-
geat that nothing of the sort eould possibly
happen in view of Clause 6 of the agreement.
The amendment means that the priee charged
ghall be the cost price, which shall not ex-
ceed the eost price. Surely the hon. member
does mot want that!

Hon. A. LOVERKIN: Yes, I do, in another
way. I agree that the priee to be paid shall
he the cost price to the Government, The
Minister says that we are’ getting rid of the.
provise to Clause 6 of the agreement and
allowing the rest of that elause to stand. I
want that, But we are not deing that, for,
under the Bill the price eharged shall not
exceed the eharge made for the time being
for current supplied to the Government tram-
ways—which may De anything; it will de-
pend on the mood of the Government. The
Minister snggests that we could not have an
unserupunlous Government,

The Minister for Education: No, T said

that even an unserupulons Government conld
not do what you suggest,
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Hen, A, LOVEEIN: What is thore in the
clouse to prevent the Government fixing the
price of current to their own tramways at
3d. or oven 3s. per unit? Their own tram-
wanys would make a loss, but their power
scheme would make a corresponding profit,
and the city counecil’s tramways would also
havo to pay the 3s.

The Minister for Education: Not at all,

Hon., A. LOVEKIN: Well, T cannot read
the clause. The clanse says nothing what-
ever ahout cost price.

ITon. A. H. Panton: If a man goes mad
onee, that is no reasom why he shoulil per-
petuate that condition.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: The clause strikes
out the price limitation and substitutes ¢‘ the
charge made to the Government tramways.’’
T want to get hack to the agreement of 1913,
minus the provise.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The amendment would certainly prejudice
the couneil; it could not possibly prejudice
the (fovernment, Under the agreement the
council has the right to enrrent at cost priee,
a right not taken away by Clause 47, which
only removes the proviso to Clause 6 of the
asreoment. T£  the Government were to
charge the Government tramways 3s. per
nuit, aa the hon. member saggests, the city
emmneil wounld still have all the privileges
vnder Clouse 6 of the agreement. If the
" proviso were left out, the city council would
atill have to pay the cost price, notwithstand-
ing that the Government tramways might he
gotting current at less than cost price, The
hon. member argues as though Clauvse 47 re-
pealed Clause 6 of the agreement. It does no-
thine of the kind, but repcals only the pro-
vise to Clanse 6, which limits the cost price
to three farthings per unit. Wo have not al-
terel the provision for arriving at the cost
Jriee; we have not altered the right of the
council to get the current at cost price but,
iustend of limiting the cost price to three
farthings per unit, we say that if the Gov-
ernment supply their own tramways at less
than cost price, the council ghall have it at
the same price. It is a protection, not to the
Government, but to the city eouneil

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: In view of the
explanation given by the Minister, I am
hound to support him, Clanse 6 of the
agreament provides that the council shall re-
ceive its enrrent at cost price, and there is a
_proviso that the cest price shall not ex-
coed three farthings per unit. The hon
member’s amendment would only ereate eon-
fugion. T appreciate the hon. member’s de-
gire to seeure the position of the city eouncil;
but, having regard to the faect that the
council i3 entitled to reecive its current at
cost price, as provided in the agreement, the
mere alteration made by the proviso to
Clanse 47 of the Bill will not interfere with
the right of the council to demand its cur-
rent at cost price, but the maximum price
which it can be charged will be the price
charged by the Government to the Govern-
ment tramways. The alteration made by
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the provise is merely to save the Govern-
ment from supplying currcnt at less than
cost price.

Hon. JJ. DUFFELL: I will support the
clavse as it stands. The Minister has made
the position very clear. Morcover, the city
conncil is fully aware of the wording of
this eclauge.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The city council dees
not want this clauge.

Hon. 4. DUFFELL: It is one thing for
the hon, memler to say that, and guite an-
other tb remember that the city council has
not approached us for any amendment to
the cluuse; therefore, we ghonld net be jus-
titted in amending the c¢lauge in the manner
propased.

Hon, A, LOVERIX: T was told by the
Town Clerk, amd Mr. Crocker that this was
not one of their clauses, and that it had beon
put in by the Government.

The Minister for Edueatior: That is so,
but they agreed to it.

Hon., A, LOVEKIXN: There is no definite
price set down at which the Government
will supply cleetricity for tramway purposes,
and without some limitation the city couneil
will not know what the cost of it is to be,
There should Le some limitation of this sort.
Time will tell whether [ am right or wrong.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following proviso be ndded:—
“¢Providell that this seetion shall not op-
erate against the right of the council to
generate and transmit  eleetric  current
within the said lands.’’

Without a proviso of this nature the counvil
wounld, und-r the agrcement, be bhound to
the Government’s scheme for a period of 50
vears. Tn view of the great developments
in electricity that are constantly being
brought forward, it would be inadvisable
that the council should Le restrieted in this
way, The object of my amendment iz to
give the eity of Perth an opporturity of
making at lenst a portion of the 3,500 acres
involved in this new territory an industrinl
eentre. I have just been through the De-
minion of Canada. In practically every
township and hamlet there is what is known
az a Canadion elub, and every member is
supposed to bring five new members into it
cvery twelve months—members are required
to do all they can to establish new industries
in their particular centres, The basis for
theze manufacturing industries in an abun-
dant sapply of cheap ecletric power and
watee, and these towns advertise iheir
claims for support in this direetion, T had
vccasion to travel by steamer from Liverpool
ty Newfoundland. This steamer waa fitted
ap with wireless telepbony apparatus, Last
July we heard through the wireless telophone
a concert which was going on in Eng-
land 2,754 miles awny. We were speaking
to the other shore 1,750 miles away, and
were in daily communiecation with ships from
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400 to 300 wiles distaut, The old type of
wireless had been done away with on that
vessel, We were off the coast of Newfound-
fand for 11 hours in a dense fog, and every
hour we were given our position from the
ghore.  MThe Mareeni people on board told
us that clectrieal seienee was ouly in its
infancy, and that in futwre we would have,
instead of LOO,0IH volt transmission sehemes,
AQ0,MH) volt  transmissions, Only a few
years ago the board of trade limit was 3,000
volts, In Winnipeg there is one trausmtission
scheme of G5,010 volts and another of 110,000
volts, In thiy place chenp eurrent is pro-
vided for manutacturing purposes and also
for domestic use. [t is generated by water,
It is alsn known that eurrent ean he gencoy-
ated fron conl at the pit’s mouth as cheaply
as it can be sloae by water, There is a huge
dam avross the Bed River some distance from
Winnipeg, nnd the cost of construeting the
hiydro-electric seheme was enormous, T coal
van be obtained within o reasonable (distance
of the indestrinl centre cougerned, electrie
power ean he  transmitted  practically as
vhoaply as hy any other means, T mention
these develnpiments in cleetrivity to emphasise
the fuet that if the city of Perth is pre-
ventell from taking advantage of thom, it will
he  tosimr grent opportunities for milvance-
ment. [ owant to afford the eity an oppor-
tunity, throngh this amendment, to secure
cheap power for the purpeses covered by the
Bill, and to take advantage within the next
M xears of all the latest developments in
thue electrient worll,. Tt s impossible to
run factories with power at .75d. per unit.
Throughout Amevien amd Canada mmeh smal-
ler priees role for factories, and T had an
opportunity of securing partienlars of quite
i nimber of instances showing how develop-
ment has taken place in those countries. 1
have mnny pamphlets and booklets whieh 1
e neakie available to members should they
desire to have them. There are quite a nom-
bor of things which might he (done nnder
the powers contained in the Hill, judging
v my experience while  away  from  the
State,  In some towns [ visited in (‘nnada
the prople invite wmanvfactorers to establish
their works an sites provided at a pepper-
corn rental, extending over a long period of
yearg, free from munieipal taxation oexeepl
the  tmprovement tax, which iy levied on
money  spent o improvements to  huilding

© sitew,
Houw. J. Nicholson: T helieve that they
pay these indnstrial concerns to come into

their disiriet. .

Hon, A, LOVEKTIN: T 1o not know that,
and 1 am speaking of what 1 saw myself,
Many towns, [ Dbelieve, have offered their
sites to start with free. At sweh places there
i1 ahundant echeap power and cheap water.
Where sueh instanees lhave oceifrred, enor-
wmons progress has been made within a short
pertod. Tt is not uncommen for towns with
n population of 2,000 inhabitanls to run up
to a population of 100,000 within 10 or 11

-
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vears. I desire to give Perth an opportunity
to encourng'e manufacturers.

The CHAIRMAX: The hon. member should
ot make a sccond reading speech on his
amendment. [ have given the hon, member
great latitude,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T only want to show
the possibilities induatrially.

Hen, JJ. Duffell: We are all seized with
the importance of it,

Hon, A, LOVEKIXN: Tf members are satis-
fiel T do not desire to detain them. [
simply wish to point out one or two indus-
trive that are quite possible in Perth, if
we go the right way about it. The powers
under this Bill, lwwever, are limited, and
would not provide the Derth City Couneil
with rensonable opportnnities during the next
30 vears. 1 do not wunt to repudiate the
present agreement, bnt T desire to see that
the DPerth City Council shall be in a posi-
tion to take advautage of the latest elec-
tiical developments and provide power which
will enable manufacturing to be carried on
ateeessfully. .

Hon. J. DUFIELL: L[ desire to express
tmy appreeintion of the latitude extended
to Mr. Lovekin, thus enabling him to give
insteresting «letails of his expericnces while
on his travels, We are very much interested
in the matter, and T for one should be pglad
ol an opportunity of perusing the pamphlets
he has referred to.  While I realise that
Mr, Lovekin is in enrnest vegarding the pro-
viso he has proposed, | am astonished that
it shonld emanate from that hon. gentleman,
who iy oue of the representatives of the
metropolitan province, bearing in mind that
the agreement which i in cxistence at pre-
sent, provides that the Government shall
supply the city council with eurrent at .75d.
per mnit, and is therefore an excellent one
for the citizens of Perth. 1JMr. Lovekin said
that the proviso would enable the eity coun-
¢il to establish new industries. 1f he means
v that that the Perth Uity Council or their
exeetitive officers are wiser in their day and
generation than those who enabled that body
to obfain current at so Jow a ratc as that
mentioned, and having regard to the fact
that the Govermment have not sought, in
view  of eireumstances which have existed
sinee the agreement was made, to repudiate
it, it is astonishing that suweh a provise
should be presented to the Committee. I
have only to remind hon. members of what is
proceeding at the present time. ILight years
ago, when the agreement was entered into,
a big effort was maide te foree the handa of
the Subineo nmnieipality. At that time they
had an clectric lipht plant running, which
wiy  giving  every satisfaction then, and
it has continued to give satisfaction
over sinee, o moch was  that so, that
notwithatanding  the faet that the Perth
City  Council were obtaining eurrent at
.75, per unit when it was costing the
Subiaco municipal conneil 904, per unit to
manufacture, the Subianco municipality were
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still able to sell current to their consumers
at less than was paid -to the Perth City
Council by the ratepayers. IHowever, at the
present time the Subiaco council, with their
efficicnt staff and up-to-date plant, realise
that they camnot compete sueccessfully with
the present high cost of fnel, wages and so
on, and they have been indueed to consider
favourably the advantage to be derived from
taking current from the Perth City Council.

Hon, A, Lovekin:  The output was so
small,

flon, J. DUFFELL: 1t was not a ques-
tion of output, for they were working to
their £ull capaeity, including storage as well.
Notwithstanding that, the Perth City Coun-
¢il have made comditions so favourable that
the Subineo coumcil are at present giving
favourable consideration to serapping their
plant amd  taking their eurrent from the
city council. 1t may ke that Mr. Lovekin
can see ahead and cun see the eity conneil
taking over the Subiaco plant and setting it
up for use again.

Hon. J. Nicholsou:

Hon. J. DUTFELL: 1 do not say that
that wilk be su. 1 have listened te Mr. Love-
kin’'s remarks regarding what has heen done
with water power. He did not tell us what
has been done m other purts of ihe world,
where they have heeu utilising air for the
purpose of genecating cleetric current.

tion. J, Nicholson: What ahout sea power?

Hon. [J, DUFFPELL: Tn addition to wave
power there are many other ways of geuera-
ting power, bot the fact remains that the
agreement I have referved to is still m ex-
istenee.

Ton. A. Lovekin: T do not want to repu-
diate it.

Haon, J, DUFFELL: 1t is not falr or
vensonable to expeet that that agveement
shall be departed frem, and say that, not-
withstanding that greement, we are pre-
pared to give the eity comneil an opportunity
to enter into competition with the Govern-
ment.  1f the Perth City Couneil shauld be
given power under the Bill in connection with
the gawlen vity developmeat to proceed along
the linea suggested hy Mr. Lovekin, the Gov-
ernment waould not he able to scenre any of
that benefit for the power house and the
machinery they have provided, which they
might rensonably .expect. ] eannot support
the provise as moverd by Mr, Lovekin,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: |
am entirely in sympathy with the motive of
Mr. Tovekin., The House ia indebted to him
for the information he has given. What we
want more than anything else is cheaper
power for manwfacturing purposes. His aim
will not be achieved hy the amendment he
propozes, for it says that the Bill shall not
do what the Bill docs not provide for under
this eclause. The proviso sets out that this
clause shall not onerate against the rvights
of the couneil to generate and transmit cur-
rent within the eity lands. The clause does
not purport to give those rights to the coun-
eil, Tt does not affect the rights of the
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council in any way. Something clse affects
the righta of the couneil, and if the hon. mem-
ber desires to achieve his object, it will be
necessary to amend somc other clause, but
not this clause. 1 understand that it is the
hon. member’s intention to move an amend-
ment to Clavse 40 of the Bill to give the
couneil eertain powers, [ wish to make clear
the peints which will be invelved. Under
Seetion 438 of the Municipal Corporations
Act the municipalities have power to borrow
money for the vonttruetion or purchase of
gas works, clectrie light plant, or any other
works for lighting the municipal district, and
under the Aet passed in 1912 for the supply
of gfas or clectriv light or power for consump-
tion or use iy any person, company, or publie
or loeal anthority. That right is limited in
this way, provided that in respeet of matters
contained in Suobsections 5, 6 and T—it is
Subseetion 6 which gives the right with re-
mard to clectrie light works—the cansent of
the Governer shall first be obtuined. [f the
amendment is passed, together with the con-
sequential amendment to Clause 40, the Perth
City Council will have not only the ordinary
right of & wmunicipality to construet or pur-
chase eleetrie light works, hut will have the
ripht to do so unquestioned and without the
anthority  which other municipalities. wounld
have to obtain.  Every other municipality is
honnd as to the amount it can borrow. The
amount is set out in Section 436 of the Muni-
ripul Corporations A¢t and is ten times the
average orldinary vevenmne. [f this power is
given under Clause 40 Perth wmunicipality
will I'¢ tree from that obligation. Thus in
two respeets the Perth ity Council will
stund in @ better position than any other
mimicipality. | see no reason why Perth
should be given powers and privileges not
enjoyved by any other municipality in the
State, and there is a very strong reason why
they shonld net e granted these powers.
The agreement of 1013, which was for 50
vears, and terminable then only on threc
years' notice so that it still has 46 years te
run, 1 rovides—

Subject to the proviso hereto, nething

i this agreoment ¢hall derogate from, or

be construed to derogate from, the rights,

powers, and privileges vested in the cor-
poration under and by virtue of the Perth

Munieipal Gas and Electrie Lighting Act,

1011, Provided that during the enrreney

of thie agreement and so long as the Gov-

ernment shall supply eurrent to the cor-
poration to the full extent of its require-
ments, the corporation will not itself gene-
riite eurrent.
Jf the hon. mewmber wishes to alter that con-
dition nof affairs, it will be neeessary for him
to make paragraph 9 of the agrecement of
16413 inoperative in respect to this measure.

Ilon. A. Lovekin: T only want it to apply
to the new arca.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: But
the amendment will not have that effect. Tt
will not remove paragraph 9@ of fhe agree-
ment,
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Hon. A. Lovekin: With the consegnential
amendment I think we can make it.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
This amendwent will not have that effect.
The hon. member’s only opportunity wonld
Le te insert in this Bill a clavse to the effect
that paragraph 9 of the agreement of 1013
shall not apply to these lands. If he did
this, we should have to ask ourselves whether
it would be fair and reasonable that the rest
ot the agrecment should apply te these tands,
and that the Government shiould be bound by
the agreement, The agreement of 1913 ix
undoubtedly favourable to the Perth City
Counetl aml unfavourable to the Covernment.
1£ the Council wished to get out to-morrow,
the Government woull eancel the agreement
readily and willingly. Current is costing
about .844. and we are selling it at .75d.
The increases in the cost of voal and in wages
seem to be poing on and the position is not
likely to improve. The Government would
be plal to get out of the agreement. The
agreement not only binds the Government on
the points mentioned, but also binds the Gov-
ernment to supply the present and future ve-
quirements of the city. Do the Perth City
('ouncil wish to be relieved of the agreement
s far as these lands are concerned? T do
not think so.

Hon. A. Lovekin: No, they do not and 1
do not want them to be, either.

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION :
Then, would it be fair to take out the only
provigion which can be construed as being
favourable te the (overnment? Does the
hon, memher suggest that the Terth City
Couneil shouwld have all the advantages of
the agreement and be relieved of the single
obligation which iz imposed wupon them?
That would not be a fair propesition. The
hen. member’s object eould only be attained
by amending the agreement of 1813 in a
manner equitable to both parties.

Hon, A. LOVEEIN: The XMinister asks
whether it is fair to take from the ngreement
the only provision which is advantageous to
the Government, That is a very nuarrow view,
Would not there be a much greater advant-
age to the Government as the result of the
establishment of industries in this State?
The Minister said this is not the place or the
farm in which to make the provision. T put
an amendment on the Notice Paper and sug-
gested that, to facilitate the passage of the
Bill, we could test the principle on Clause 47,
and the Minister assented to the adoption of
this course. 1 do not eare whether this is the
right form or the right place, or whether it
will he advantageous to the Government, T
am striving to keep the rope from the neclk
of the 1?erth City Council during the next 50
years, whereby Perth is prevented from es-
tablishing industries within this new area.
I do not wish to repudiate one provision of
the apgreement. If it is o bhad agreement
for the city, the couneil must stand to it be-
canse they entered into it with their eyes
open, but there is no obligation on the ecity
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with respeet to this new arca. The opening
up of these lands was not contemplated when
the Act was passed. T suggest that we should
enable the council to establish industries in
the new area and not insist upen the council
being bound by the agreement, which must
for all time prevent the establishment of in-
dustries, because it has been shown over and
over again that it is lmpossible to carry on
industries when power is costing anything
like .753d. The Minister suggests that when
the time comes and these devclopments ean
he made, the agreement might be revised,
We do not expect to got passengers for a
railway until the railway has first been con-
strueted. 1f we want people to start indus-
tries here, we wmust be asble to show that
cheap power aml cheap water in abundance
arc obtainable. If we can provide these
essentials industries will be established, and
we ghall be able to make something like a
State of Western Australia, and it will no
louger continue to be a State of primary
produetion alone,

Hon. J. Cornell: The water to-day is not
good, cheap, or plentiful.

Hon. A, LOVERKIN: Years ago, with a
very small plant, we pumped water to a
height of 240 fect to King’s Park, and paid
the extravagant rate of Al4d. for current.
fuven then we were able to pump the water
for 414d. per thousand gallons, It was good
water and it kept the grass green and the
plants alive. On the Lime Kilns Estate
there is an abundauce of water obtainahle
with a small lift, ample to supply any in-
dustry which might be started there, T am
interested in trying to manufacture paper
in this State. Sixty-three thousand tons of
paper are used in Australia every year, which
woull represent the output of one factory
kaving a couple of machines. To produce
cach ton of paper requires the produet of a
ton of coal, but no one would agree to trans-
port 63,000 tons of coal from Collie.  The
product of the coal would be transmitted in
the form of energy.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
eonfine himself to the question before the
Coinmittee,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I was trying to im-
press upon members the neeessity for passing
an amendment which wounld give Perth an
oppeortunity to get cheaper power in future.
I£ T am out of order I shall tesume my seot.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Preamble, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILT—OPTICIANS.
Seeond Reading,
Debate resumed from 10th November.

Ton. A. .J. H. SAW' (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [5.45]: I intend to oppose the second
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reading of the Bill, and I do se on the
ground that it is against the pullie inter-
ests, Even those primarily eoucerned, the
opticians themselves are, T helieve, divided
a8 tu the merits of the BH), 1t ig even nn-
like the curate's egg, which we are told ou
good authority was good in parts. So far
a8 1 con sce, there is nothing in the Hill
which makes it fitting as food for publie con-
sumption. Hven the definition of “‘ optician '?
seems to me to be an ontrage on the English
langunge.  Tf hon. “members  will look at
Clause 2, they will see that *‘optician’’ is
defineil as a person who practices the art
of optometry. 1€ they turn  to the
dictienary they will find that an  optician
is a person who makes or deals with optical
ingtruments or cve glasses, and so far as 1
can see, if the Bill boecomes law there will
be nothing to present an optieian sitting in
hig office and beeoming a pure sight-tester,
and not supplying the public with glasses at
all; that is to say, he will fail to earry out
one nf the primary dutics of the optician.
Then ugain, no one who is not a sight-
tester—aml 1T am going to use the name
*right-toster’’ in prefercnee to “‘aptieian’?
—will le allowed to advertise himself as an
opticiun, and the vesult will he that if such
world renowned firiis as Zeiss and Watson
wished to come liere to start in bosiness,
they wonld be precluded from advertising
thewmselves as opticians becanse they would
not be sight-testers.  Again, it is the prae-
tice in most large towns for men to set up

in  business as  makers and fitters  of
plasses from ogenlists preseriptions, but so
far as 1 can see, under the Rill, if

a mun wished to earry on that line of busi-
ness exelosively, without being a sight-tester
himself, he would be wnable to do so. Tt is
trze there is a clanse whick proteets crafts-
men and  those who actually make or alter
tenses, but that is uwot the function of the
ordinary optician who makes up an oculist’s
preseription; he cmploys eraftamen to do
that work, and he himself adapts and fixes
the lenscs and the frames, and eentres the
lenses.  So that it seems to me there are
many of what T would call minor defects in
the Bill. But T am not going to oppose the
[411) so mueh on those grounds as on account
of what T consider to be the wrong princtples
in the Bill, and [ cannot do better than quote
the words of the introduecr when he referred
to the disorders: of the sight being treated
hy some unskilled person, leading to dire re-
sults, [ think on onc ocengion exception
was taken in this House to the use of the
epithet *“Jew.’’ T lope the hon. member
will parden me if T paraphrase the lines of
Gratiano to Shylock, ““I thank thee, Jew,
for teaching me those words ‘dire results.’ ”?
1n the event of an explanation being wveeded,
1 may state at cnee that T am aware the
hon. member is not a Jew. These dire re-
sults are exactly what were feared by the
members of the medieal fraternity assembled
in congress recently at Brisbane. That con-
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press passed certain resolutions dealing with
the matter. They were as follows—

1. It is dangerous to the welfare of
the public that opticians, however, highly
qualified as such, should be registered as
sight-testing opticians.

2. The testing of errors of refractions
(suech as long sight, short sight, astig-
matism, cte.) aml the treatment thorcof
by spectacles or otherwise cannet be safely
carrted out by other than fully qualified
medical praclitioners speeinlly trained for
this work.

The reasons for these opinions are {(a)
That the exe is a part of the human body
and not merely an optieal instrument. ()
That a full knowledge of the various
selences considered necessary for gradua-
tion in medicine is as casential for the
proper treatment of iliseases of the eve
ag it is for the proper treatment of dis-
eases of any other organ of the hody.

L the first place, denling with the funetions
of the optician in so far as ke is eoncerned,
in correcting errors of rvefraction, it is al-
waye-- when | say “falways™ T mean during
madern  times, going hack even fo 40 or
30 vears ago—it has always heen known to
oenlists that in testing the sight of children
and voung people it is impossible to do so
without wsing the drug known as a cyelo-
plegic.  Under the Bill the wvse of such a
drng is expressly forbidden to the optician.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Which is quite right.

Hon. A. JJ. TI. 8AW: Undoubtedly, beeause
the use of the drugz in certain conditions of
the eye is dangerous. It therefore should
not be usel Ly anybody but a medical man,
The oculist savs there are certain errors of
refraction which it is impossible to correctly
estimate witheut the use of this drug. Tn all
eases of errovs of refraction oceurring in
voung people, especidlly in  ehildren, it is
necessary that the druy shounld be vsed. It is
also considered necessary to uge it in the case
of older people when they lave errors or
refraction known as ustigmatism, That way
the current medienl opinion when T had the
privilege of undergoing wmy training, and
that opinion prevails to-day. T have here
the “‘British .Journal of ‘Ophthalmology,””
and in an article by George M. Gould, who
delivered the opening address at the Oxford
Opthalmological Congress held in July, 1917,
in which address he introduced a discussion
upon errors of refraction, he said—

First and abseolute, is the cxceptionless
rule that up to 45, and sometimes up to
30 yvears of age—largely depending upon
the art and skill ard experience of the
oculist—there can ba no accurate diagnosis
of the ametropic errors  without cyclo-
plegia.

Etnest Clarke in the same journal ia reported
to have said—

There are perhaps few, if any, living
who belong tn the ‘‘old sehool’’ which
tanght that no astigmatism under 1D,
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need be corrected; that cycloplegics were
hardly cver neeessary in refraction work,

‘He maintains that up to the age of 30 and
occasionally over, it is imvariably necessary
and he concludes by saying—

[ have found that there are 2 few
patients where the cycloplegic does not re-
veal anything new, but the large majority
do; and I feel that it is better to put a
few to inconvenience rather than make a
wrony diagnosis in the many.

Tere is n quotation from a work by Web-
ster Fox, Professor of Ophthalmology at the
University of Pennsylvania. The date of
this work is 1920—

A mydriatie should then be preseribed,
if the patient is not over A5 yeara of ago,
to place the eye at rest in order that lntent
etrors may be more casily ideteeted.

Ilere is another work by Fuchs, Professor of
Ophthalmolozy in the University of Vieunua,
trauslated into the English by Duoane, Pro-
fessor at the Knapp Memorial TTospital, New
York. Te says—

The translator'’s own practice is to use
homatropine whenever practicable, espec-
ially iusisting upon its employment in ehil-
dren and where there is a suspicion of
spasm of accommodation (ditferenge between
suhjoctive and objeetive tests), or where
there are evidences of convergence—oexeess,
Contrary to the siatements generally ex-
pressed he has found it advantageous to
paralyse the accommodation in patients he-
tween 40 and 50,

Tt will be seen therefore that the highest
medical opinien is that in a very large ma-
jority of cases of crors of refraction, it is
neeessary in order to get a correet estimate
of the error to use cycloplegic. T can give
the House a little. personal cxperience. T,
nnfortunately, have to wear glasses and some
1% years ago T neticed that my sight was not
as rood as it formerly was. At that time
the only wman who was practising as an
ocnlist in Perth happened to be out of town,
and I went to an orticinn, He examined my
sight in the usual way awml sail T had short-
sightel astigmatism. He fitted me with con-
cave eylinders, hut T found on wearing them
that the condition of my cyes heeame worse.
Shortly afterwards when T happened to be
in Tomlon T consulted an oeulist there, and he
used a eyeloplegic and determined that the
crror of refraction was long sighted astig-
matiasm and that T reguired convex eylinders.
Ile saud that the glasses T was wearing were
wlding to mv troubles. The great objection 1
see te the Bill now before the House is that
it will set up a elass of praetitioner who will
Le considered by the public as an authority
on  defective sight. Instances are alrcady
not uneommon for loss of sight to take place
in consequence of people consulting opticians
anid getting fitted wp with speetacles when
they are rveally suffering from diseases of
the eve-ball, and which sometimes are made
" worse by the glasses, and in no case is relief
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afferded. On the other hand, valnable time is
wasgted heeause an oculist has not been con-
selted on aceount of the assurance given by
the optician that all that is required is
glusaes,  The worst offenders in this respect
are not hawkera who g0 about selling glasses,
but those people who set nup as authorities on,
defeetive sight. Tn the languape of the in-
troducer, if the Bill became law, one
would be able to go to an institn-
tion aud find out what was the matter
with one's sight, These people set up as
being authorities on cyesight, and they en.
tirely overlook the fact that failure of cve-
gight may be due not unly to errors of re-
fraction, but very often to disease of the
eye.

Hon, A. 1.
that !

Hon. A. .T. H. 8AW: They often do not.
Instead of a perron being able  to go into
an  institution amd find out what is the
matter with his eyeright, what he is able to
do is to go into an institution and get fitted
with plasses by an oye-tester. Tn introducing
the Rill My, Nicholson said it eontained noth-
ing to prevent people from going into a shop
awd huying speetacles, which he stated he
thought was guite a proper thing to do.

Tten. JJ. Nicholson: To buy them as mer-
chandise,

Hou, A, T, H, SAW: My, Nicholson said
there was nothing in the Bill to prevent peo-
ple going to a shop and fitting themselves
with spectacles at their own risk, That is
exactly the rosition whieh the medical pro-
fesaion tale up with regard to the eptician.
Just ns the medical profession sny there
shonldl be nothing to compel any person suf-
foring from caneer to get medieal adviee,
+0 they say there should be nothing to com-
prel a patient with an error of refraction to
wo to an oculist if he prefers to go to an
opticinn,  The wmedical profession do not
want to restriet the public’s choice. Tf the
yublic wish to go to an optician, hy all
nmeans let them do so: bhut let them know
that they are doing so at their own risk. The
medieal profession contend that it would be
wrong for the State to give the hall-mark
of registration for testing sight to people
who are not fully qualified to perform that
work.  Various other countries have been
quoted—America, Queensland, Tasmania—
as having legislation similar to this Bill. T
am unot very much concerned with the legis-
lation of the United States. T wonld suggest
that we are less likely to find ernank legis-

Panton:  Can they not tell

lation in the TUnited Kingdom than
in  the United States, and the TUni-
ted Kingdom has no suech law aa thia,

Nor am T very much eoncerned with Queens-
land legislation, T do not think members
of this House are likely to look to Queensland
for examples of legislation; and T am cer-
tainly not going to look to Tasmania in a
matter of this sort, for at this very moment
the Tasmanian Legislature 13 pnssing a RBill
to render qualified as n medieal practitioner
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a wman who has mercly a boges medieal quali-
fication, T can see that if this Bill should
hecome law, next session we shall have Mr.
Nicholson introducing a Bill on behalf of the
hairdressers. At one time the hairdressers
were mixed wp with the surgeons; whenee,
I believe, the red and blue pole of the barber
to-day. Those of us who go to the hair-
dresser and have the misfertune to be a little
thin on the top, usnally are offered a lotion
which is said to be most conducive to the growth
of hair. Many barbers have posted np o eer-
tificate stating that the holder is a qualified
trichologist of some unkaown college or in-
stitntion. Next year we may see a Bill com-
pelling  cvery lairdresser to become a tri-
chologist, and nobody will be able either to
cut hair or sell hair lotion unless he is a re-
gistered trichologist. Tt is true that for the
last six centuries the opticians have becn en-
gaged in supplying glasses to mankind. No-
hody wants te prevent them from doing so.
You, Mr. President, may remember this en-
try in Pepys’ diary under date of the Tth
Oetobher, 166+—

There came Mr. Cocker, and bronght
mae a globe of glasses and a frame of oyled
piper as T desived, to show me the manner
of his gaining light to grave by and to
lessen the glaringnesse of it at pleasure
by an oyled paper. This I bought of him,
giving him a erowne for it, and so well
satisficd he went away, and T to my busi-
ness again, and so home to supper, prayers,
and bed.

Tt is quite obvions that the opticinns have
heen engaged in supplving glasses to  the
public for many eenturics. BRut the science
of opties has made very great strides moean-
time, It is only since the seeond half of the
nineteenth century that the matnre, extent,
and causes of the difference in the rvefrae-
tion of the cye have hecome known., All the
adrances that have been made in thiz seience
have heen made as the resolt of the eombined
labours of the physicist and the oculist, T
believe the ontieian who would comte wnder
this Bill has had practically no share in the
prozress of the science. The Bill is so wide-
sweeping that T helieve it will sweep oven
the University into its net. T have had a
communieation from the professorial bonard
of the University stating that if 2 certain
clanse of the Bill goes through, their work
will he hampered.

Hon. .I. Nicholson: T have given an under-
taking in that respeet,

Hon. A T, H, SBAW: That, unfortunately,
has not yet been mentioned.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Bat it will be.

Hon, A, T T, SAW: There is no clanse
in this Bill that T ean regard ns good, but
it eomntans very many which I regard as
harvmful.

Hon, .J. CORNELL (South) [6.8): I have
sat patiently listening to our learned col-
leagrue in the hope that he, speaking on be-
half of the medieal profession, wounld give us
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something tangible and reasongble on whick
we, as laymen, ¢ould make up our minds re-
garding this Bill. But all Dr. Baw did was
te endeavour to ridieule the Bill. Though
ridienle may be a powerful weapon on the
hustings and elsewhere, [ for one have learnt
that it is of very little utility in this Honse.
All that Dr, Saw- said, after quoting the
views of the medical profession, boils itseif
down to this, that the medical profession are
satisfied to leave things as they are, that
persons saffering from defective sight, cither
real or imagined, shall be allowed to consult
cither a medieal man or an optician. M.
Nicholson desires hy this Bill to give the
public some protection, to give them some
guarantee that opticians who are not quali-
fied medien]l men possess a proper degree of
competeney. [ have read the Bill from cnd
to end, amd find it liberal in all its phases.
It ecoulil be further liberalised in Commit-
tee. 1f the medical profession are prepared
to stand still and to allow the man or woman
or child anffering from defeetive sight to
choose between the most highly qualified op-
ticians in the State and the bhiggest impostors
hawking glasses, 1 am not so prepared. I
will, if T ean, alter the law 8o as to require
in opticinug some standard of competeney.
[ would have supported Dr. Saw if he had
proposed to introduce a Bill making it an
offence for any person other than a duly
quatified medical practitioner to practise
sight-testing or to tinker with the eye. That
wauld be logical and reasonable.  Dr. Saw
lias referred to a personal experience he had
with sight-testers, My, BPodd will bear me
out when [ say that I had many consultations
with so-enlled eye specialists holding diplo-
mas in this State. After that, I had the
pleasare of being attended by one of Ans-
tralia’s preatest oculists, a man cqually re-
nowned for skill and henevolonee, one whom
the humblest in the land eould eonsult
freely—the ate D, T, K. Hamilton, of
Adelaide. DBefore I consulted Dr. Hummilton
1 had had, not the pleasure, but the very
reverse, of consulting cye specialists in this
State for a period of 18 meonths. While
there may be many medieal men ealling
themselves opeulists or cye apeeialists, there
are very few who, in the finnl analysis, are
qualified to treat eye cases. I know of hun-
dreds of eases that came to Dr. T. K. Ham-
ilton after kaving heen unsueeessfully treated
for years by oculists in this and other
States, T.et me point ont that the charges
of oculists nre extortionate, 1 venture to say
that not onc of the leading oculists in Perth
to-day would test a person’s cyesight for n
fec of less than two guineas. That is the
chicf reason why people turn to other quar-
ters. Reverting to Dr. TIumilton, I may say
that hie gave me a pair of glasses and that
he cored my eyes of trachema. T did ot
wanit sufficiently long for the after effects
to wenr off, but rushed to another Adelaide
eye specialist, Dr. Bennett, Having ob-
tained frem Dr. Hamilton reading glasses,
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I was supplied by Dr. Bennett with what he
s2id I needed, namely long-distance glasses.
Eventually 1 got an cntirely suitable pair
of glasses from a man who was not a medi-
cal practitioner; and I wore those glasses
mntil I Jost them when the ship in which T
was travelling was torpedoed in the Bay of
Biscay. Sueh has been my experience of
medieal men in eonnection with the treat-
ment of eyesight. A cardinal principle of
the late Dr. T. K. Hamilton was to save an
eye wherever he could cven though it might
he permanently vuined. Fle vsed to say that
any sort of an cye was better than a glass
eve. In all our lifetime we get only two
eves, and very often we see out of only one.
T support this Bill because its enaetment
will afford a certain amount of protection
to the public, and will effeet the removal of
a certain amount of imposture existing in
our midst. Tn the gencral interests of the
publie this Bill should be supported.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 10 7.30 pm.

Hon., J. Nicholson: May T be permitted
to make a personal explamation? Tn mov-
ing the seceond reading T mentioned, on in-
formation which T had received and whieh
T helieved, that a similar Bill had  been
passod in, among other States, South Aus-
tralia. T have learned, however, that the
Bill has not yet passed in South Australia,
althongh it iz the law in the other States T
mentioned.

Hon. A, SANDERSON  (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [7.31]: The Rill secms to he

onc of those measures of sceondary im-
portaner, which nevertheless demands very
eyreful consideration at our hands. We ean
safely say, on this oceasion at any rate,
that we are all most anxious to do the
right thing, hut throngh no fanlt of our
own, and with no veflection on ourselves,
the majority of us know verv little about
the Bill. Therefore in respeet of this kind
of measure there is’ the greater responsi-
bility that those who intreduce them shonld
be partieularly careful te plaee the case
fairly and fully before the House. We
have heard the exploanation from the hou.
memher, and the only reason T am going to
criticige him, rather than the people he re-
presents, is because he is here to answer me.
He ean go and eompluin to his opticians
that they have not posted him in his work;
bt we ean leave them ont of it altegether.
They have not the right to speak  here.
whereas the hon. member has. Therefore T
say that, in spife of his explanation, we
have just grounds for complaint at his in-
troducing 2 measure of this naturg, and not
dleliherately—it is absurd to sny deliberately
wisleading ws, for in such a case we could
dlefend ourselves; bnt worse than that, mis-
leading us unwittingly, the blind leading the
hlind, and we bath fall into the diteh.
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The PRESIDENT: The hon. member is
8earcely in order in aceusing another hon.
member of misleading him,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: On that point 1
will leave it te the personal explanation
we have just heard; I do not wish to
say anything more.  DPossibly one ought
to blame the principals in the ease, but 1
always object to attacking people who are
not in a position to defend themselves.
Therefore all my remarks are directed to
the hon, memher, who will have the right
to reply. Wo have heawmt two expert an-
thovities for and ngainst the Bill. T regret
that Tr. Saw i3 not here, T thinlk his easc
ngaingt the Bill was worse than that of the
heon. member who movel the second read-

ing. 1 have looked into this matter myself,
and [ say that these people who are the

prime movera have put me, and probably
vthers, to a great deal of unneeessary extra
work because they have nat had the interest
or the knowledge to lot us know exactly
what we are asked to do. It will be re-
memhered that a short time age we had a
new system  introeduced in this Chamber
which added a fly leaf to ecach Tl a leaf
on whieh was printed a brief anmmary of
the provisions of the RBill, together with re.
forences.  Tf that had heen dene in the
ease of this Bill it would have assisted us
greatly.  TFhis Bill has no memorandum, ne
references to other Acts in different States,
and therefore omr work is made so mneh
the harder. T ask Mr. Nicholson to make a
speeial note of this. As to the information
we are entitled to have before we ean come
tn a souml conclusion on this matter, T am
woing to take the Tasmanian  Aet, whieh
has been in foree for six or seven vears, Tf
an Aet of this kind has been in faree for
so lon in Tasmanin, n report from anvbody
nver there, the medieal weople, the opticians
or the politicians, would bhe of material aa-
sistanee to ws, Tn vegard to Queensland,
the hon. memhber referved to fhe report of
a committee of inquivy. There, again, it is
of un use just putting a lengthy paper on
the Table of the House. Surely we are en-
titled to ask of the opticians in this State,
ar their spokesmen here, that we should
kave some summary, printed preferably, be-
eanse theve are in the RiNl a great many
words whirh T have never hefore  scen,
which T eannot apell and with whose mean-
ing 1 am totally unaequainted. Sueh a
summary would he of great assistanee to us,
wounlil by itz references tell us what is from
Tasmania, what from Queensland, and what
is new., It is to bhe regretted that this
fonth Australian reference should have been
brought in, beeause T shonld imagine that
the Bill in South Australin, which was in-
troduced in October, was largely used in the
Bill before us. Tf hon. members will laok
at the South Anstralisn "“Hansard?’ they
will find that while the Bill there was intro-
dueed on the 2nd Octoher, 1919, it was
dropped at the end of the session, They
have over there a method, whieh several
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Parliaments have in varying forms, of re-
introducing a Bill without going through
all the necessary stages of its first intro-
duetion, and thereforg it has come on again
this session. Jf hon, members will look at
Nos. &, 7, 10, 13, and 14 of the South Aus-
tralian ‘‘Hansard’’ they will find that very
drastic steps were taken in Committee in
striking out various clauses. Another point
whieh I would ask Mr. Nicholson to make
a note of i3 in refercnee to the question of
whether medical men should be on  this
board. In South Australia the matter was
debated at some length, amd T think they
de¢ided to strike them off the board. I
ahould also like to know from Iir, Saw whe-
ther, if we provide for medieal men being
on the board, any of them would go on the
board.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Tt would depend on the
remitheration.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: Doctors, =after
all, are not guided primarily by a desire for
remuneration, although they have to  live
like the rest of vy, The three parties in-
terested in the Bill are the medical frater-
nity, the opticians, and the public. T£ 1
ean do anything to advance any scetion of
the community in regard to their status or
position, so long as no injury is done to the
public T am eertainly in favour of doing it.
To that extent 1 shall support the second
reading. 1 am prepared to give the Bill
most full and  eareful  consideration. 1
should like to point out, however, that if
they get the sccond reading throngh, they
will be well advised te drop the BRill
for this session and go back and do their
work properly. I hope we shall  earry
the socond reading, beeause it will give them
gome eneouragement to o and do their work
well,  Dut to say there iy any rensonable
chanee of getting the Bill through this ses-
sion, at this hour, well T ask hon. members
whether any of them wounld bhe prepared to
say there iz any hope of getting the Rill
throngh bhoth TTouscs? Tf we are to do the
work well it means considerable tronble to
ourselves  which will he entirely thrown
awny umless the Bill is going through
in the ordinary course. To expect, in the
middle of November, with the many mea-
sares of publie importauee coming on, that
we shenld get the Rill through both Houses
this scssion seems to me out of the question.
T do not propese to give my personal ex-
periences, either with opticians or with ocun-
lists, That is net going to assist ws very
much, although Dr. Baw seemed to think it
would. It was ecertainly an astonishing
piece. of evidence that he went to an oculist
and, beeause that oculist did not put every-
thing right, that therefore we shounld hand
ourselves over bedy and soul to the doctors
—ay if they never made any mistake in their
work! If we were all going to give our per-
sonal experiences of opticians and medieal
pronte, T should think the optlclans would
ecome very well out of the ‘reeital of those
persenal experiences. Tf these opticians wish
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their ease to be an appeal to the publie, 1
venture to proffer them the suggestion
that they should give the public the benefit
of their opinion in regard to the testing of
children’s cyesight in our schools. As a
matter of fact, when one gets over 50 it
dcea mot matter so muegh; but considering
what it means to children at sehool, how es-
sential it is that they should have gooid eye-
gight, and how at the beginning these dis-
eases can be treated very much more effectu-
ally than after delay, [ trust a pood ease
will be made ont for the opticians being al-
lowed to test the eves of the children in our
publie schools. 1 have had a paper from a
private firm of opticians handed to me with
regard to n report on the ovesight of childron
in the metropelitan schools. The report ap-
parently was made 20 years ago. No one
will deny that the ideal system wonld he to
have a firat elass oculist who wonld test and
examinge the eye, and then to have n first
clasg optician who would fix the apparatus
awl provide the glasses. Tt goes without
saying that the opticiang, the medical men,
and the publie would grant that sweh would
be the ideal and proper system.  The diffi-
culty in this rountry, as we know from our
cireumstances, i3 that this, for all practieal
purposes, cannot really be  obtained. The
number of first class oenlists  in thig
country, who would stand up to the test
outside this conntry, muast necessarily be
comparatively few, This means that the
sight of people in Western Aunstralin will be
handed over to men whe, on their owu show-
ing, will not he experts. If the doctors were
to say that they were andions to proteet our
eyesight--and it is fmportant that the sight
of the people of the country should be pro-
tected—hy prohibiting anyone exeept a duly
qualific]  medieal man  from testing  the
sight, [ could understand their attitude. As
Mr. Cornell has pointed ont, opticians have
heen testing sight in this State and bave
appavently  given  satisfaction  to  muny
people. . The fact that Dr. Saw went to an
optician is some indieation, at any rate, that
he did not think he was runuing any con-
giderable risk as to bis eyesight.  Are we
going to put these opticiansg in n position
where they will simply he looking after their
own interests, or shall we be protecting the
interests of the public by putting these op-
ticians into a separate class, with special
rules and regulations and a speeial system of
testing their own qualifieations, and having
apecial edueational tests applied to them!?
T'nder this Bill the board will be creatni
1.y the opticians. Tn South Australia it was
proposed that two medical men showld sit on
the board. Clause 21 raises the question of
nationaity., It says—

Subject to this Aet, any person of or
over the age of 21 years, being a natural
horn or naturalised British subject.

Why put that into the Bill? Eyes are the
same all the world over, What does it mat-
ter whether & man is a Tane, a Frenchman,
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or an Ttalian, if he understands his work?
If sueh a man is qualified, and there is no
other ohjeetion to him, why say that, boe-
canse he is an alien, we ohject to his resiz-
nation?

Hon. .J. Duffell: We do not eall a French-
man an alien.

Hon, A, SANDERSQOXN: Deocs the hon.
wmember not know what an alien is¥  Clause
24 says—

No registered optician shall solieit bus-
iness or cugage in the hawking of specta-
clos.

That is an astonishing thing. [£ these men
are qualified te test the eycsight, the more
they push the buginess nnd advertise it the
hetter.  This particular clause was strurk
out of the South Australian Act, T presume
it was taken from the Tasmanian Act. Clause
27 says that no rvegistered optician shall prav.
tise who has not an cstablished place of bus-
iness within the State of Western Australia,
If a man enme trom South Australia, where
they bave registered opticinns, why shonld he
not practise in Kalgoorlie, ov [orvest, or
some other place along the Trang-Australian
line?

Tlou. J. Nicholson: He will not practise
otherwise (han in his own nane. You re-
niewber some medieal men whe practised by
aedvertiscment here.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: The ‘question of
medieal men is not under discussion, They
lave their own organisation and teaditions,
We are ostablishing something new here, [
do not see why opticians should not adver-
tise,  Clause 290 says—

The beard shall hold examinations ot
persons desiring to qoalify for registration
unier this Act, and fix the places where,
and the times when, the examinations shall
be held.

That ought to he earcfully considered.
I am not prepared to say offhand that
it ought not to go in. 1f people wish to be
examined at Broome, or some other place in
the North, are they going to be draggel
down here for cxamination, or is a special ex-
aminer to be sent up there to put them
through their paces? We ought to remem-
her what a huge territory this is. I was dis-
tressed to hear Dy, Saw talk as he did about
Tasmania and Queensland. I think he said
he did not take any interest in what was
being done in cither of those States.

Hon. A. 1T. Panton: The reason is obvious,

Hon. A, SANDERSON: Tt struck me in a
most painful manner that a gentleman who
enjovs the position, rveputation and standing
in the community, such as Dr. Saw docs,
shonld speak iike that about our neighbour-
ingr States, cspecially on a question of the
eye, T shonld have thought the eye w
Queensland and Tasmania was very imnuch
like our eyes in this State, Tt is time we
recognised that what goes on in the other
Riates i5 of great importance, and may be of
great assistance to uwa, [ am going to vote
with seme hesitation for the sacond reading
of the Bill. Before we get into Committee
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we should haove a great deal more informa-
tion before us. Nothing that Dr. Baw has
said bas influenced me against the Bill. L
should like to refer Mr, Nicholson to the let.
ter, a copy of which he has probably re-
ceived. Thig is in connection with the mem-
hers of the particular firm being registered
wnder the Bill. I hope the opticians them-
selves will also consider that letter. It was
with mne animosity against Mr. Nicholson
that I made the remarks 1 did at the begin-
ning of my speech. I only made them 3o
that he should realise that there is some
ground for complaint, sml that it is a good
deal casier for him fo reply when an attack
is made upon him than for the people he re-
presents, who are not able to spealk for them-
selves here.

Hon. A, 11, PANTON (West) [7.55]: I
will wot attempt to discuss the teoehnicalitics
of this Bill,  During the last few days T
kave been endeavouring to obtain somoe in-
forniation s to what it meuns. The more
1 have endeavoured to find out, the more he-
togged have [ heeome. T was somewhat dis-
uppointed in the speech made by Dr. Saw,
for 1 expected to get some information from
him, T ean only deal with this Bill froin the
common-senge point of view., The first ques
tion we should ask ourselves is, how far are
we proposing to go in protecting the public?
We have been putting through a great many
Bills which have tended to crente a close
preserve with regard to some profession or
other. The Bill containg some remarkable
elauses. (Nause 4 gives the Covernment
rower to appoint six members of the board,
who would, in turn, have power to examine
other ojticians and determine whether they
were entitled to be registered or not. I
should like some information from Mr, Nieh-
olson a8 to whether these six gentlemen will
come from the metropolitan area only, or
whether they will be chosen to ropresent
varions parts of the State and whether the
will possess speeinl qualifications whieh will
give them the right to prevent anyone
from being registered. If a Dboard is
to be created, we should follow much the
same lines we pursued in regard to the
Nurses' Registration Bill. There shonld he
two or three qualified people—medical men
it they are preferred—to condaet examina-
tions and pass the registration of those who
are entitled to be registered. Sueh rogis-
tered opticians could then, if they wished,
ferm their own board. I mn averse to giving
any such men, whoever they may be, the
right to say who should he registered and
who should not be registered. 1 have yet to
be eonvineed that such men would stand
head and shoulders above any other opticians
in Western Australin,  Clanse 8 does not
appeal to me, It provides that any person
whe is an undischarged bankrupt or of um.
gonnd mind shall be incapable of being
clected or acting as a member of the board.
If a man is of unsound minl, naturally we
do not want him te De concerned with eye



1620

testing. 1 do not understand, however, why
an undischarged bankrupt shovld not act on
the board. Even the highest qualified opti-
cian in the world might experience sufficient
bad luck in business to become bankrupt and
widischarged. Ts that sufficient reason why
we ghould debar him £from practising the
testing of cyesight? If so, it seems to be
a most flimsy reason,

Hon. J, Cornell: He would become elig-
ible again as soon as he got his certificate
of discharge.

Hon. A, H. PANTON: What difference
does it mike to the board if sweh a gqualified
optician i an undischarged bankrupt or not?
Is that a crime?

Hon, I Nicholson: What difterence does
it make so far as a member of T*arliament
iv concerned?  An undischarged bankrupt
connot hecome a member of the House.

Ion, A. H. PANTON: Are we going to put
an optivian on the same plane as a member
of Parliament, If it is simply a matter of
cleetion and if the ouly rveason in support
is that an undischarged bankrupt caunot be-
come o member of Parlinment, then | think
this elavse should he awmended.  Clause 21 is
one  about which I am not so much
conemned  ag Mr. Sanderson so far as
it relates to uaturalised Rritish subjects, but
I am concerned with jaragraph (o) whieh
refers to membership of the Western Aus-
tralian  Optienl  Agsociation  Iucorporated.
My advice is that there are two associations
in Woestern Anstralin, Oune is the Western
Aunstralian  Optieal  Association, and  the
other, T think, the Optieal Soviety of West-
ern Australin,

lHon, .. Nicholsou: The Socicty of Op-
ticians is the other.

Hon. A. 1. PANTON: 1 know that the
medieal fraternity also have some  ohjee-

tion to this Bill. As a layman, T have to
Jook at the measure from the points of view
of the two sovieties and of the medical fra-
ternity.

Hon. . 11, Harris: They will probably
amalgamate after the Bill is passed.

Hon. A, H. PANTON: T would sooner
they amalgamated before and then we wounld
know where we are. I would like to know
why this paragraph confines the operations
of the clause to the members of the Western
Anstralian Optiecal Association, Incorporated.
is it that omnly the members of that body
are qualificd opticians? My adviee—T have
been in the country and have talked with
those opticians with whom T have eome in con-
taet—is that ali the brains are not in the one
or the other association. 1t would be interest-
ing to know why thia clause confines registra-
tion to members of one organisation. In con-
versation with one optician in . the country
he suggested to me that there was “‘a nigger
in tha wood pile.”’ Dr. Saw referred to
the definition of an opticinn. T want to
know Dbefore I vote for the second reading
of the Bill how it will affeet an optician in
the eoumtry who has had 30 years experience
and who does not grind his own lenses, T

| COUNCIL.]

understamd  that it does not pay country
opticians to instal machines for the grind-
ing of lenses, and they get them ground in
the city. Does the definition include the
grinding of lenses? I have had some ex-
perience  with another board of cxaminers
which wanted to make n close preserve of
their particular oceupation, and who asked
questions it was praectically impossible to
HE[ 3

Hon. J, Cornell: The engine drivers, to
wit,
Hon, A, 1L PANTON: Yes. It is easy

for & board constituted as the opticians’
hoard is proposed to be constituted, to put
up some question such as that affeeting the
grinding of lenses which & country optician
wonld not be able to answer, and this would
resnit in o refusal to register him,  Onee
opticiana  hecome  registered, although if
they solicit business they will not be allowed
to advertise it, we will find that the regis-
tered man will he in a hetter position than
the unreristered optician.  In fact, if the
Bill beeomes an Act the nnregistered man
will be sot aside, beeause he will not be able
to practise, T am eoncerned with what will
happen in the country and the country op-
ticiana are ulso concerned . They believe
that the metropolitan opticinns are looking
forward to scenring country business, and
T would like a definite assurance from Mr,
Nicholzgon on that score. Clause 24 says that
no registered optician shall solieit business
or engage in the hawking of speetacles. T
have scen sowme of the opticinns’ premises
and have noticed their advertisements, Tf
they do not econstitute soliciting business, T
do not know what that phrage means. To
solicit is a comprehensive phrase and if we
are net earcful we will have sign writers
deprized of a lot of work so far as the opti-
cians are eoncerned, if this word is left in
the Bill.  In faet, the word will cause a
great deal of trouble nmless it is deleted.
Respecting Clause 2%, Mr. Sanderson asked
a most pertinent question. It seems to me
that if a firm, who arc not opticians them-
selves, propose to set up an optieian's busi
nesg within their own business and engagi
the most expert man it is possible to get
they will be prevented from earrying or
business unless the optician’s business i
under the direct management of the owner
If T were in business of some sort and pro
posed to start in business as an opticiom
I woulid not be competent to earry on the
business, but would secure the most exper
optician possible to deal with it. The clauw
as it stands eould be ensily amended so a
to make provision for any firm which pro
posed to adept the eourse T suggest. These
arc a few of the elanges T wish to deal with
Tt is very dificult to get mueh information
about the matter at all. There seema

be a pgreat division of opinion  betwen
the opticians  themselves and the medi
enl  fraternity, and it is hard from

layman’s standpeint to decide what w
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should do. T asked an optician in the
country last Friday some questions regarding
the testing of eyesight. He told me that 1
could go to any docter I liked and he would
undertake that his statements would be
verified. He said that the pinhole test was
sufficient to indicate whether the fanlt in
the cye was due to accommodation or or-
ganic. [ asked a doctor about it to-day and
he said, “*That is no good to us.’’ That is
as far as I got. That was what the twe ex-
perts said, and where do I stand? Tt is
diftiealt to know from a layman’s stand-
point where all this will land ws. (Conse-
quently I hope that Mr. Nicholson will give
us more information than we have had to
date. [ am anxious to see the Bill knocked
inte shape but L am net preparcd to see it
o through as it is, unless T am eonvineed
that some of the clauses do not mean what
their reading would suggest.

On motion by Hon. J. W, Hickey, debate
adjourned.

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD.
Assembly’s Message.

Message received from the Assembly noti-
fying that it had agreed to make Council’s
amendments Nos. 1 to 7 and 9 but had de-
elined to make amendment No. 8.

BITL—GUARDTANSIOP OF

Seccond Reading.

Hon. J. DUFPELL (Metropolitan-Subur-
bhan) [814]: I moved for the adjournment

INFANTS.

of the debate on this Bill as I was
anxious to make inquiries from various
sources  regarding  the effeet it would
have on established institutions, notably

upon the W.A. Trustee, Executor, and Agency
Co., Ltd. As the result of these inquiries T
am led to the conelusion that the Bill fulfils
all that it stands for, and is very highly ap-
proved by the institution I was more con-
cerned about. In the eircunstances I do not
intend to oecupy any more time of the House
on the seeond reading, beyond expressing my
cutire aecord with the measure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair;
Cunningham in charge of the RBill.

Clanses 1 to 12—agreed to.

Hon. J.

New clanse:

Hon, .J. CUNNINGHAM: I move—
That the following be inserted to stana

as Clause 11: (1) If any person (herein-

after called the testator) dying or having

died after the 1at day of January, 1921,

dispeses of his or her property -either
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wholly or partly by will in sueh manuner

that the widow, husband, or children of such

person or any or all of them are left with-

out adequate provision for their proper
maintenance, education, or advancement in

life, as the case may be, the court may at

its discretion and taking into eensidera-

tion all the ecircumstances of the case, on

application by or on behalf of such wife,
husband, or children, or any of them, order
that such provision for such maintenance,

eduecation, and advaneement as the courb

thinks fit shall be made out of the estate of

the testator for such wife, husband, or chil-

dren, or any or ali of them, and may attach -
sueh conditions to the order as it thinks

fit: provided that the court may refuse to

make an order in favour eof any person

whose eharacter or conduet is such as to

disentitle him to the benecfit of such order.

(2) Bvery such order shall opcrate and

take effect as if the same had been made

by a codicil to the will of the deceaged

person exceuted immediately before hid or

her denth,

This is the new clause of which notice wns
given by Mr. Dodd.

New clause put and passed.
Titte—agreed to,

Bill reported with an smendment,

MOTTON.—RETURNED SOLDIERS AND
RATLWAY PASSES.

Debate resumed from the 11th November
on the following motion by the Hoen. A, H,
Panton: —

That in the opinion of this House re-
turned soldiers who are attending the Base
JToapital, ¥Fremantle, or the vocational
training schools in Perth, should be ecarried
over the railways free of charge.

To which the Hon. J. Cornell had moved an
amendment—

That all the words after ¢‘Tousec'! be
struck out and the following inserted in
licu: “‘the Govermment should (1) grant
free tramsit over the State tramways to
ex-members of the A.LF. who arc blinded
or totally and permanently incapacitated,
or cligible for full membership in the
Maimed and Limbiess Men’s Asgsociation;
(2} and in the event of the request made
by the Federal Executive of the Returned
Soldiers’ League to the Federal Govern-
ment being definitely refused, grant to ex-
membera of the A.T.F. free railway trangit,
provided that they are (a) blinded or
totally and permanently incapacitated;
(b) mmmates of or attending for treat-
mwent at military hospitals, sanatoria, con-
voleseent homes, and hostels; (¢} eligible
for full wmembership in the Maimed and
Limbless Men’s Association.’?

Houn. A, T, PANTON (West—on amend-
ment) [8.217: If I address the House at
this stage, shall [ close the debatef?
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The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
moved the motion, but has not yet spoken to
the amendment,

Hon. A, H. PANTON: That is so. I
I'ropuse to aecept the amendment,

The PRESIDENT: The heon, member
wmay speak to the amendiment, and may apeak
in veply afterwards if he so wishes.

Hen, A, H. PANTON: T propese to ae-
vopt the mumendment. Tt i3 some conrider-
able time sinee T introdueed the motion, in
which were inclnded the trainees in the voca-
tional training schools, and meanwhile tho
Federal Government have granted voeational
trainees 48, G, per week for train fares.
Although this does not cover the eost to
those living at Premantle and Midland June-
tion, the Iads in the schoel have adopted a
system of poaling the amounts and buying
the tickets, so that practically these men do
get their tickets from the Federal Govern-
ment.  Congequently there is no oceasion to
provide for them in the motion. The Re-
turned  Soldicrs” League have advised me
that they propose to fight the question of
petting  ineveased payments for voeational
trainees instead of fares; eonsequently I am
prepared to secept the amendment.

Hon, T, MOORE (¢ratral—on  amend-
ment) [8.32]: As the seconder of the mo-
tion, I favaur the acceptance of the amend-
ment, hbut we are not dealing with this sub-
jeet at all fully. ¥ am snrprised that morg
members have not been anxious to air their
views regarding what they think ovght to be
done. If we pass the amendment and if the
Government give effect to it by granting to
these men the right to be carried over the
radlways and tramways, we shall not have
don¢ much, because in time this privilege
may be cut ont. I do not think we are deal-
ing with the returned soldicrs fairly. This
is a Federal responsibility purely and
simply, and while the State Government are
prepared to e¢arry on for a certain time and
give the retnrned soldiers certrin privileges,
thia is ne lasting benefit. Instead of deal-
ing with the returned soldiers in thiz tardy
manner, the whole of the people of the State
ghould ask themselves whether they are satis-
fied with what is being done.  Are they
satisfied that the returned soldier is getting
a fuir dleal? T am surprised that patfiotie
men, or men who in the past said they were
patriotic and were preparcd to do everything
possible for our returncd seldiers who were
disabledl, are not now attempting to get any-
thing like the right thing done for these
men, T beliove that the responsibility of
looking after the returncd soldiers rests with
the generation who are alive to-day. The
sacrifiers made by our soldicrs will be for-
gotten in the very near future. Every mem-
Yier knows that there is a tendeney on the
part of a great nwember of citizens to-day
to shirk their responsibilities, and 1 do not in-
tend to remain silent if the returned soldiers
are not getting a fair deal. The memories
of the publiec are very short. The very fact
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to which Mr., Cornell directed attention, that
men who suffered in the South Afriean war
are to be treated differently from the men
who suffered in the recent war, shows how
soon the memories of the public fail them.
The man who lost a limb in the South
Afrienn war was just as patrictie as the man
who lost a limb in this war. Why should
any differentiation he made on that ac-
connt? Vet this point has been raised dur-
ing the discussion of controversinl matters
hetween the States. The very fact that the
question before the House is being allowed
to pass without comment shows how we are
drifting. What bhappened to the South
Afriean men will happen to these meu un-
less the people who are alive to-day take the
matter up and deal with our returned sol-
diers fairly an@ hounestly. Fvery member
will realise that the proposals now hefore
the JTouse are only tinkering with the re-
torned soldier question. Tnstead of having
exteriled to them this privilege giving them
the right to travel on our trains and trams,
more generons treatment shouid be meted out
tn them. Something which would be mere
lasting in its cffeets should be given them,
When men have been disabled they should
reecive a pensien sufficient to enable them
to pay their way as eitizens of the State, as
they would do if they had not heen disabled.
Why do not we regard the matter in this
licht? Why are we salisfin]l to pass this
proposal without much eomment and let the
returned soldicrs crippled and disabled drift
along in this way from year to year, when
we are quite aware from previous experience
that in a few years these crippled and dis-
ubled men will be entirely forgotten? I hope
that the Government will give effect to this
proposal by earrying these erippled men over
our tramways and railways free of cost, but
I hope that the very fuet that we have
brourht this question under the notice of the
peonle will canse them to rise to a sense of
their responsibilities. T hope that the Press
will take notice of this matter, the Press who
wore so patriotic practically just a few days
ago, that they will take the matter up and
be patriotic for just a little while longer, so
that we shall get some lasting benefit for our
retorned men, instead of merely cxtending
to them a privilege which, if brought into
effert, will last for only a year or two.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW {Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) [8.28): T did not intend to speak on
this anbjeet beeause T took it that the sense
of the Fonse was entirely favourable to the
motion and amendment as submitted. The
wide issues which Mr. Moore has raised do
not scem to be matters with which this ouse
can deal. They are entirely of Federal con-
cern.

Hon, T. Moore: Should we keep silent?

Hon. A. T. H. 8AW: We should address
ourselves entirely to the guestions raised on
this issne——

Hon. T. Moore: I say we are tinkering
with the question.
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Hon. A, J, . SAW: Namely, the treat-
ment of hlind and  erippled soldiers, and
those who are in sympathy with it—I for
oue am, and [ believe every member of the
House is in sympathy with the proposal—do
not consider it neccessary to get up and in-
dnige in heroics a this stage.

Hon, J. Duffell: Hear, hear!

Hon, A, J. H, SAW: 1 lave as great an

admiration for the men who went to the.

war, and am as willing to do as mueh for
them a3 is any member of this [Touse.

Hen, T. Moore: Are von satisfied it is
being done? That is the question.

Han. A, 7, 1L, 8AW: 1 certainly do net
wish to indulge in heroies, There is another
aspect of the guestion affecting wien who are
not alsolutely crippleidl, T believe that 95
per cent. of the men of this State who have
to work for their living know that the great-
ost benefib & man ean enjoy is the ability
to work and earn his living, and whether
erippledl or not the greatest satisfaction to
Lim will be to do sueh work as lies in his
puwer, T do not reproach either the State
or the Commonwealth Government for in-
gratitude to our returned men, and I believe
this is the feeling of the bulk of the returned
soldiers.

tlon. T, Moore: I am perfectly satisfied
that you do not go amonpst them as moeh
as I do.

On motion by Tlon. R. J. T.yun, debate ad-
Jjourned.

MOTION—FEDERAT:. CONSTITUTION,
CONVENTION,

Tebate resumed from the 9th November on
the following motion by Hon, A, Sanderson—

‘“That in the opinion of this House a
Federal Convention, with cqugal State re-
presentation should be appointed by the
olectors of cach State on the hasis of pro-
portional representation to make reeom-
mendations with a view to revising the
Federal Constitution, and that the Govern-
mout of Western Australia be requested to
urge this opinion upen the Commenwealth
Jovernment.’’

1on, A. . PANTON (West) [8.30]: The
motion is one that demands the fullest con-
sideration; in faet, it deserves a great deal
more consideration than it will probably re-
ceive in this Mouse this scssion, I also ven-
tore to say that it shonld have had nwore
congideration than it actually reccived at the
hands of Mr. Sanderson who moved it. The
question of revising the Federal Constitu-
tion is eertainly a big one. It is also a burn-
ing one at the present time, but T am not
quite sure what Mr. Sanderson means,
whether he means that a convention is to
he elected with equal representation for the
States, and that the findings of the conven-
tion are to he submitted direet to the people,
or whether the convention is te act purely as
a kind of advisory committec to the Federal
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Parlinment, Mr, Sanderson did not express
himself definitely on this point. It seems to
me that if the proposeid convention is to be
purely an advisory committee for the Fed-
eral Parliament, it will he a huge waste of
time and money, because no good will result,
If we are to leave the Federal Parlinment
to Le the final arbiter as to what is to ho
aubmitred to the people, that Parlinment
should aceept the responsibility of its posi-
tion and prepare a set of amendments for
submission to the people, for the people's en-
clorsement or otherwise. On the other hand,
if the aonvention suggesiod hy Mr, Sanderson
i= to have foll power to draft what they con-
sider necessary amendpents, and sulmit them
direet to the people, it will he a different
question altogether; but to ask the Fastern
Btates with their big population as against
ours which is so muneh smaller, to agree to all
the States having cqual representation and
equal voting power in connection with the
drawing up of a set of amendments, I am
very much afraid thot Mr. Sanderson on this
questicn is muely wore optimistic than T am,
if he eonsiders that they will agree to sueh a
proposal, T am eonvineed that the conven-
tion  will not (o very mneh  gond. [
am  convineed  alsn  that  the  PFederal
Paclimment  shonld  discharge the obliga-
tion imposed upon it under the Constitution
and should frame proposals for submission
to the people, 1 do not agree with Alr.
Sanderson when he states that those out-
stile know or shoull konow more than the
members of the Federal House in regawl to
the @isabilities under which we are work-
ing. 1t iz not mneh good Mr. Sanderson
railing at the members who vepresent West-
ern  Australin, becanse after all those re-
presentatives are the c¢hosen of the people,
and with the demoeratic vote which exists,
I do not see how Mr. Sanderson or auyvoue
else can take exception to the representa-
tives of this or any other State once the
cleetors have deelared their ehoice through
the ballot hox. Mr. Sanderson made re-
ference to unification. Tt seems to Le an
established fact amongst many people, and
amongst some members of this Touse, that
th¢ Labour, party stand for unification. T
am prepared to admit that the Labour party
of Australia to-day do stand for some ays-
tem of unifieation, and T am in accord with
them to the extent that a drastie altera-
tion of the present method of government,
both Tederal and State, is needed. The
time bas arrived when membera of Parlia-
ment in cach of the Houses, Federal and
State, as well as the people who think for
themselves, should realise that Australin is
over-governed. Tt is not the intention of
the Labour party to bring about a system
of unification which will have the cffect of
handing over Western Australia, or any

* other part of Awustralin, to the Federal con-

trel, There is a deeided division amongst
the members of the Labour party who take
an interest in this matter as to what system

should he followed, My opinion is that a
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drastic alteration in our present method of
government is badly needed, and I go fur-
ther and say that we require an alteration
of our State boundaries. When we talk
about unification, and the centralisation of
everything in Melbourne, I venture to ex-
press the opinion that there is no more cen-
tralisation in Melbourne than there is io
Perth so far as the North-West is concerned.
That, in my opinion, is suflicient to warrant
the re-allocation of the boundaries of the
Btates, and the functions of the various
Parliaments, and, if nccessary, we should
abolish State Parliaments aad introduoce
provineial couneits, which would be a better
solution of the diffienlfy existing to-day. 1
win sorry that Mr. Sanderson did not elab-
orate his motion a great deal more. Had
he chosen to do so, he eould have given the
lowse valuable information. I do not pro-
posc to vote for the motion as it stands, be-
canse T am satisfied in the first place that
it is mot democratic to nsk the Eastern
States, with a  bigger population than we
pessess, to consent to each State having
equal  representation. Secondly, T o
not know whether My, Sanderson is pre-
pared to alter the motion or to give us some
assurance that he does met mean that the
Convention will be only an advisory com-
mittee. T have no desire to support a mo-
tion which will merely involve a huge waste
of time and money. After all, eonventions
of this sort, clected on the basis of propor-
tional representation, mean that cvery see-
tion of the State will have the right to
nominate a candidate.

Hon. J. Duffell: That is desirable.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Tt is quite desir.
able; T agree with the idea, but it will cost
a lot of mouney for such an eclection, and
onee the election is deeided and the repre-
sentatives are chosen, they will go over to
the Eastern States at the expense of the
ecountry, they will he there for probably
many weeks or months, disenssing proposals,
and then if those proposals are to be re-
ferred to the Federal Parliament, that body
in turn will require a good deal of time to
debate the deeisions of the Convention and
the end will be that the resnlts of the Con-
vention’s deliberations will find their way
into & pigeon-hole or the waste paper bas-
ket, After the able arguments Mr. Sander-
son has advanced in this Chamber on the
question of the financial position of the
State, 1 am sure he has no wish to further
hurden Western Australia or any other part
of the Commonwealth with an andertaking
that will not do any good. Mr. Sanderson
must nlso appreciate this fact, that if the
members of the Federal Parliament as con-
situnted at present are not prepared to
frame proposals to submit to the people for
the alteration of the Constitution, they are
certainly not going to take proposals from
any convention, and T have also to learn
that the Federal Constitution pgives power
to a convention to frame propoesals which
may be submitted direct to the people. That
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is the obligation of the Parliament we have
created, and untit the Constitntion is
amended in that direction, we aball only be
wasting time. I do not propese to vote for
the motion.

On motion by the Minister for Education,
dehate adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.40 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,

Twesday, 16th November, 1920.
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QUESTION—WHEAT BOARD,
AIEMBERS? 8TATUS.

Hon, P. COLLIER asked the Premier:
Can hc inform the Tiousc of the names of
the members of the Australian Wheat Board
who last week fixed the price of wheat for
local requirements at 9s. per bushel, and also
the status of ench, whather representative
of their respective Governments or of the
whent growors?

The PREMIER replied: The Premiers in
. J. Btorey, H. 8. W,
Lawsgn, and H., N, Barwell—fixed the price.
This was reeommended by the Hons. Dunn,
Oman, and J, G, Biee, and the farmers’ re-
presentatives—>Messrs. Drummond, Hill, and
O'Loughlin—wha form the Australin Wheat
Board, together with our representatives.

Hon, P. Colliecr: That is not what I

-wanted,

The PREMIER: I will supply any infor-
mation that the hon. pentleman desires con-
cerning this matter if he will indicate what
he requires.



